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From the President 
by Al Schwartz 

My friend “ALAN THE ARF MAN” stopped by with his latest 
ARF.  A P-40.  Boy, was I jealous!  The P-40 has always been 
my favorite airplane.  I drew P-40’s on my folders at school.  
The shark’s teeth, machine guns firing, Chinese insignia, the 
whole deal.  I never built a P-40 during my U Control days.  I 
guess I could never find a kit that had all the features I wanted.  
When Top Flite put out their kit I was first in line to get one.  I 
built that kit in record time.  It had all the markings, Flying Ti-
gers, sharks teeth everything.  Well, you can probably guess 
what happened.  A bad elevator servo made a loop into a figure 
9.  I saved the front for a long time with the sharks teeth.  I had 
it mounted in a frame.  I think one of the grandkids took it 
home. This fall I bought another P-40 Top Flite kit.  It’s in my 
stock room waiting.  Well, let’s see what this ARF looks like.  
WOW!!!  Look at this!  It has panel lines, weathering, smoke 
stains from the guns on the wings, sharks teeth, yellow and 
black checkers on the tail, a pilot figure and all the accessories 
to complete the model and get it ready to fly.  I am impressed.  
The quality of these ARFs is amazing.  All for $220.  I paid 
$212 for the Top Flite Piper Arrow I am building.  Plus I must 
buy all the accessories, another $200 probably.  Well then, what 
would I do during our long Minnesota building season (winter) 
??????? 
The building season is fast coming to an end.  I got an e-mail 
from a modeler from Texas.  He is coming to Brooklyn Park,  
MN next month and was looking for a place to fly for the 
months of March and April.  I didn’t promise but I hope he and 
we will be able to get some good days in March.  I’M READY 
!!! 
We will be publishing the event schedule shortly.  When it is 
available on the website I would suggest you make a copy or 
mark up your calendar.  What happens is people arrive at the 
field only to find there is an event going on and they can’t fly.  
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Do You Know This Modeler? 

Hey Pete, there’s a lot going on at 
the meeting this month.  There’s 
videos, warbirds for raffle prizes, 
show and tell and all sorts of fun.

 Yeah Willie, I know, 
and the big FYAO and 
chili feed is coming up 

on Feb. 23rd. 

February 2008 

ARF, ARF, ARF 

This modeler has hosted the Freeze Your Ailerons Off for the 
past several years.  He is “Mr. Enthusiasm” when it comes to 
fun at the FYAO.  Never daunted by cold weather, he makes 
great chili, which you will want to try on Saturday, February 
23rd. 

Photo by Bill Hempel 
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By Phil Zuidema, editor. 

Photo on the Front Page is: 
Jesse Platt, a dyed-in-the-wool racer and fun guitar playing 
rocker, Jesse knows how to get pumped for fun.  Watch out if 
you’re in a race with him, because he knows how to get com-
petitive and he knows his way around the “magic tube” of fast 
and short airspace on the racecourse. 

Okay, I feel kind of ridiculous putting this in the Clippings be-
cause it’s a Catch 22.  That phrase refers to the book by Joseph 
Heller and a paradox in a logical sequence.   The Clippings is 
now on www.grassfieldrc.org,  but unless you already know 
that, you won’t be seeing this message.   If you are seeing this 
message, it’s because you can’t get the Grassfield site.  Oh, it’s 
all too confusing. 
Well, there’s a lot happening at the meeting this month.  We 
will have a video of the documentary (not the movie) of The 
Memphis Belle, a story of a WWII B-17 crew, flying a mission 
over Europe in a machine with nose art designating it as the 
Memphis Belle.  If you want to know why there was a great 
documentary of this plane and its crew, come to the meeting. 
If we have time, we will also show The Fleet That Came to 
Stay, a documentary on the Battle of the Coral Sea, an epic 
WWII sea and air battle in which kamikazes were doing their 
utmost to destroy what was going to be the fleet that was going 
to invade their homeland.  This is some of the best film footage 
to come out of WWII. 
Please, if you’re working on anything at all, bring it along to 
present at Show and Tell.  We are always looking to see what 
other members have been working on. 
Also, we hope to have the person who will create the Grassfield 
logo wear for us, caps, hats, shirts and jackets are all things we 
can order.   Heck, I think he’d even do your boxers if you want 
something special for Valentine’s Day! 
The raffle will be a (maybe two) .46 sized warbirds.  It (they)
will be eligible to fly in the Annual Grassfield Warbird Race, 
and it (both) will be ARFs. 
 
Breaking News!  Roy Maynard has been working furiously on 
his KI-84 “Frank”, a Japanese WWII fighter and his Porsche 
Mooney, both of which he is taking to the Toledo Competition 
and Show, where he always does very well.  Maybe we can 
coerce him to bring one of them to the meeting. 
See the column to the right for news on the FYAO.     

Notes from the Editor  

 

All of the club sponsored events this year are going to run as 
long as the CD needs to complete his scheduled event.  This is a 
change from last year when a CD was expected to make the 
field available at 3:00 p.m. for open flying.  This will enable the 
CD to complete everything.  When the weather prevents a 
prompt start in the morning or stops an event  for a time be-
cause of weather.  We have been working on the schedule for 3 
weeks and I hope that there is an event for everyone in the club 

(Continued from page 1) 

Kent Haas and his racing partner retrieve their ski-enabled 
plane to take it to the pits and refuel it for another run at last 
year’s FYAO.. 

Photo by Bill Hempel 

  This month’s meeting will be held: 

Date:   Friday, February 15th, 2008 
Time:   7:00 p.m. 
Location: Brooklyn Center Civic Center 
     6301 Shingle Creek Pkwy. 
     Brooklyn Center, MN  55430 
 
2008 Meeting Schedule: 
     Friday, March 14 
     Friday, April 11—Builder’s Show 
 
See www.Grassfieldrc.org for a map. 

Grassfield Monthly Meeting 

Freeze Your Ailerons Off 
We’re Set For Another Rockin’ Chili 
Cookoff and Fun on the Snow 

The Annual Freeze Your Ailerons Off (FYAO) is set for Febru-
ary 23, a Saturday.  The fun (on the field) begins at 12:00 noon. 
Bring a pot of your favorite chili and something to fly.  (Al, if 
you bring that gyrocopter-thing-a-ma-jing, I’m going to have a 
seizure on it.) 
If you do bring chili or pie, you’ll be eligible for the drawing 
for the Warbird ARF to be given away among the food-
bringers.  It will also qualify for the Warbird Race to be held in 
June 
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Grassfield Schedule for 2008 
DATE EVENT - Location CONTEST DIRECTOR    
        
February 23  F.Y.A.O. & Chili Cookoff  Jesse Platt   
April 11    2008 Grassfield Builder’s Show     
April 12    Field Clean Up     A.J. Hemken   
April 19    NCPL Q 500 Race    Phil Zuidema, 763 571-9627   
April 26    Open     
May 3    Fly-In and Feed     TBD  
May 10   AMA Q 500 Race    Dave Norman   
May 17   Electric Fly-In     Don Granlund   
May 24   Helicopter Fly-In    Mike Dammar, 763-493-5189   
May 31   NCPL Q 500 Race    TBD   
June 7    Open     
June 14   AMA Q 500 Race    Jesse Platt   
June 21   Warbird Race     R. Steine/J. Elert, 612-860-5714   
June 28   Open     
June 28   NCPL Q 500(at MN Valley RC)Randy Etken, 952-445-8652   
July 5    Open     
July 12   Open     
July 19   Opern     
July 26   NCPL Q-500 Race   J. Elert/R.Steine, 612-860-5714   
August 2   Open     
August 9   Open     
August 9,10  Military Scale Fly-In Owatonna www.mnbigbirds.com   
August 16   NCPL Q-500     Al Schwartz, 651-633-2286   
August 23   Big Bird Fly-In    Jim Brown, 763-757-1554   
August 30   Open     
September 6  AMA Q 500 Race   Pat Galarneault, 320-255-0496   
September 13 Open     
September 20 NCPL Q 500     Bill Hempel, 763-424-2937   
September 27 Fly-In and Feed    TBD   
October 4   NCPL Q-500 and Shoot Out Chuck Eldridge, 952 942-6645   

PUBLISHER’S STATEMENT 
The Clippings is a newsletter published  monthly by The 
Grassfield Radio Control Club Inc.  It’s distributed  to club 
members, hobby shops and other interested parties.  For 
membership information, editorial submissions, and advertising 
inquiries, please contact Grassfield R/C Club Inc., c/o Phil 
Zuidema, 4945 Pennine Pass N.E., Columbia Heights, MN  

Jerry Swanson is having fun at the 2007 FYAO! 

Pat Galarneault, Jeryl Smith and Jerry Elert just 
launched a Quarter Forty off of Clearwater 
Lake in December 2006. 
(What were they thinking!) 

As Schwartz gets Miss America, a fine flying 
‘-51 ready.  Al, bring it to the Warbird Race 
and I’ll try to take your tail off. 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 
All material printed herein is copyright 2008, Grassfield R/C Inc. 
and may be subject to other copyright as well.  Any material 
from this publication may be copied for personal use.  If printed 
with the statement “Copyright 2008 Grassfield R/C Club Inc.” 
and the author’s name.  Any articles contained herein may be 
republished for any non-profit purpose by any AMA member 
club.  Any other reproduction, publication, or redistribution, in 
any form, is prohibited.  All other rights reserved. 
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Richard Steine  President    
612-823-4956 RSteine02@aol.com 
Dave Norman  Vice President 
763-643-2641 dnorman@banta.com 
Pat Galarneault  Secretary 
320-255-0496 pkg@cloudnet.com 
Bill Hempel Webmaster 
763-424-2937 grassfldrc@aol.com 
Scott Holm-Hansen Treasurer 
612-709-1541  sghh@comcast.net 
Jerry Bednark  Field Marshal  
763-753-6300 jerrybednark@yahoo.com 
Jeff Queen Safety Officer 
763-425-5346 jeff_queen@ahm.honda.com 
Phil Zuidema Newsletter Editor & Contest 
 Coordinator 
763-571-9627 PHZuidema@Comcast.net 
 

Grassfield R/C Club Board Members 

Richard Steine  President & Contest Coordinator 
612-823-4956 RSteine02@aol.com 
Al Schwartz  Vice President 
651 633-2286 alberts@comcast.net 
Pat Galarneault  Secretary 
320-255-0496 pkg@cloudnet.com 
Bill Hempel Webmaster 
763-424-2937 grassfldrc@aol.com 
Scott Holm-Hansen Treasurer 
612-709-1541  sghm@comcast.net 
Jerry Bednark  Field Marshal  
763-753-6300 jerrybednark@aol.com 
Phil Zuidema Clippings Editor 
763-571-9627 PHZuidema@comcast.net 
Jerry Cornish Safety Officer 
763 559-2274 j.cornish@industrialsupplyco.com 

Del Berryman, brings out his fleet.  Looks like a bee-U-tee-ful 
Sukhoi, Del.  Best news is, it still hasn’t caught on fire. 


